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Agenda

What?

Why?

Who?

When?



"Remember me?"





•False or inaccurate information

Misinformation

•Deliberate false or inaccurate information.

Disinformation



Disinformation becomes misinformation





Just saying...



If only we could give people correct 
information...



...then we'll solve all the world's problems!







Political dogwhistles



Dogwhistles as misinformation

Obscuring democratic choice: what does the speaker/politician 
really believe?

Connected to conspiracy theories.

Weaponizing in-group/out-group dynamic: identity performance 
and derogation.



Dogwhistles as linguistic objects



Dogwhistles as political objects

Source: Sayeed, A., et al. (2024) “The 

utility of (political) dogwhistles–a life cycle 
perspective”. Journal of Language and 
Politics. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.23047.say



Dogwhistles as the object of NLP research



Research questions (re dogwhistles)

Linguists: 
what do dogwhistles mean?

Internalist, representational perspective.

Political scientists:
Given the meaning of the dogwhistle, what do 

people do?

NLP (or AI or whatever):
Given what people mean by a dogwhistle and 

what they do with it, how can we 

automatically identify, process them etc?



Research questions (re political 
language)

Linguists: 
What does political language mean?

Internalist, representational perspective.

Political scientists: Given meaning, what do people do?

NLP (or AI or whatever):
Given what people mean by political 

language and what they do with it, how can 

we automatically identify, process it etc?
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The overview of the week

• Today: Theories/methods in political communication research.

• Tomorrow: Linking political communications with linguistics/NLP

• Day after tomorrow: opinion research and language

• Day after day after tomorrow: persona and political utility

• Day the last: NLP and dogwhistles



The aim
• Cambridge Analytica scandal: AI 

techniques used to optimize messages.

• OTOH: New concepts in linguistics and 
AI techniques mean greater 
opportunities for research into political 
phenomena.

• Create synthesis between these fields.
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